
Dr. Susan Albertine is Vice President, Office of Diversity, Equity, and Student Success, at 

the Association of American Colleges & Universities. She leads the partner state-level activi-

ties of AAC&U’s centennial campaign, Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP). A 

former public school teacher and career-long advocate for literacy, Albertine has been na-

tionally active to advance pre-school through college alignment, including transfer from two

-year to four-year institutions. Albertine received her BA from Cornell University, her MA 

from SUNY Cortland, and her Ph.D. from the University of Chicago, all in English literature. 

She has been an English professor and dean at the College of New Jersey, vice provost for 

undergraduate studies, Temple University, and assistant to the provost, University of Penn-

sylvania. She has held faculty positions at Chicago State University, the University of North 

Florida, St. Olaf College, and Susquehanna University. She is a national leader of the Educated Citizen and Public 

Health, a collaborative project co-sponsored by ASPPH (the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health) 

and AAC&U. Her board service has included the Camden Academy Charter High School, Camden, New Jersey; the 

Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences—a national deans’ organization—and the Advisory Board, National Center 

for the First-Year Experience and Students in Transition. 

Dr. Bonnie Orcutt is Director of Learning Outcomes Assessment at Massachusetts Depart-

ment of Higher Education. She is currently on leave of absence from her position as Professor 

of Economics in the Department of Business Administration and Economics at Worcester 

State University. She oversees the development and implementation of a system-wide pro-

gram of assessment in Massachusetts and serves as the Massachusetts State Lead for the Multi

-State Collaborative to Advance Learning Outcomes Assessment – an initiative involving nine 

states designed to improve student learning and success through a multi-state program of 

learning outcomes assessment. She has served as PI and co-PI of two Davis Education Foun-

dation grants supporting the implementation of a new program of general education at 

Worcester State University and the advancement of integrative learning and assessment at the 

course and curricula levels. She is a member of the Board of Directors, New England Educational Assessment Net-

work and serves as an Educational Consultant and External Grant Evaluator. 

Dr. Rex Peebles has 30 years of experience in higher education, including positions as in-

structor, professor, department head, dean, and vice president of instruction. He currently 

serves as the Assistant Commissioner of the Workforce, Academic Affairs, and Research di-

vision of the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. Dr. Peebles served six years as a 

member of the Undergraduate Education Advisory Committee, serving from 2010 to 2012 as 

the committee’s co-chair. The Core Curriculum, applicable to all public colleges and univer-

sities in Texas was revised during that tenure. In 2010, he was the recipient of the Ray Wil-

liams Outstanding Leadership Award from the Texas Community College Instructional Ad-

ministrators (TCCIA). He served as a co-chair of the LEAP Texas Task Force prior to coming 

to the Coordinating Board. He has a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from The University 

of Texas at Dallas, a Master’s in Political Science from The University of Texas at Arlington, and his Ph.D. in Govern-

ment from The University of Texas at Austin. He has co-authored a Texas state and local government textbook, Texas 

Politics and Government: Ideas, Institutions, and Policies and authored The Theoria and Praxis of Obligations to Fu-

ture Generations. 
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